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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Burns, OR Accident Number: WPR19LA020

Date & Time: 10/27/2018, 0750 PDT Registration: N3267S

Aircraft: Cessna 182 Injuries: 3 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On October 27, 2018 about 0750 Pacific daylight time, a Cessna 182G airplane, N3267S, 
experienced a landing gear collapse during the landing roll on a dry lake bed near Burns, 
Oregon. The private pilot and two passengers were not injured; the airplane sustained 
substantial damage to the left-wing strut. The airplane was registered to and operated by the 
pilot under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91. Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed, and no flight plan had been filed. The personal cross-
country flight departed from Caldwell Industrial Airport, Caldwell, Idaho about 0745 mountain 
standard time with a planned stop near Burns. 

The pilot stated that the purpose of the flight was for him and two other airplanes to make a 
stop in the Alvord Desert near Burns and then continue on to Denio, Nevada before returning 
back home to Caldwell. Upon approaching the intended landing area, the pilot performed a 
high reconnaissance to assess the wind conditions. He observed the two other airplanes landed 
before him and configured the airplane with the wing flaps in the full-down position. The 
airplane touchdown and during the landing roll, the left-wing dipped downward. He applied 
left rudder and right aileron in an attempt to correct the left wing's attitude. Despite his efforts, 
the left-wing made contact with the ground before coming to rest with the left main landing 
gear sheared off and the nose gear had collapsed.

A witness reported that she observed airplanes landing on the flats and decided to take 
photographs that captured part of the accident sequence. (refer to picture 01). She stated that 
the accident airplane touched down and the airplane suddenly pitched up in the air with the 
nose being pushed into the desert terrain. 
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Picture 01: Witness's Photograph of the Accident

A Federal Aviation Administration inspector that examined the wreckage stated that the left 
main landing gear attach bolts had an appearance consistent with having sheered as a result of 
materials failure. The landing gear was retained for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N3267S

Model/Series: 182 G Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: No

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KREO, 4050 ft msl Observation Time: 1452 UTC

Distance from Accident Site: 25 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 10°C / 4°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 3 knots / , 70°

Lowest Ceiling:  Visibility:

Altimeter Setting: 30.14 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Caldwell, ID (EUL) Destination: Burns, OR 

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 2 None Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 3 None Latitude, Longitude: 42.332500, -118.315833 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Zoe Keliher

Additional Participating Persons: Bryan Fisher; Federal Aviation Administration; Boise, ID

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.


